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Captain 2ath OU.ckx>on, flC, USfl 
DiA,cctox,, Ravi], tluA^>e CoipA 
BuAcau of, dledtclne and SuA,ae>up 
IDa/ihlngton, D.C. 

Dcoa. Captain EJUcLion: 

TlvUi wilt be -tire. fAA^ot In, a -teAte* of /L-epo-tl^ to the fluA^ina 
tsluiAion of. the actiwltle-i of -the. fluA^e, Co-fcpA Of^Ax,eAA 4eA,uin,g 
aboaJid the U.S. Hanoi Ho/ipAMU, In the RLTOSL. 

LCDR '<a CopA,c, Benedict, Tudala, DiVtLLn, Lt. Clm\t.on and 0 n,cp,olted 
aboard one week, aqo -today,. Be weA,e greeted, mo-it con,dlalAx\. bij. 
Captain tLnqJj?,, Comjuandlng, Of,fiiceA. of -the. Ho^pAAal, To date,, Captain, 
EjxqAje and CapAain U-LLcon, Chief of. SuA.q,eAjj. t oA,c the onAjj, two (de.dA.cxU, 
OfSfJ,cesu> aboaA.d. Theij., .the, Hospital kajiujnl^>tA.atijje OffXceA,, CD£. 
Halt, and otheA. me.dl.cxU, p,efc^onnel -oe.me.ii g.enuAj\.elx}. ptea-ied to nave, 
a/i Axiln the Ataff.. HJhen we aAJUued. mamj, decA^ilono wete awaiting. U4 t 

A ^uAtfA-clent numbeA, of ^tateA-oonui had been. pA.cpaJicd to accommodate. 
cuA, 4mall gxou,p, (lleal/> weAe AeA-vcd In the, waA.dA.oom. fofc the, fAJiAt 
time, on the. euenlnq. that we fcepafcted. The. nuAAcA, doctor and 
■4lilp'-4 ofAticcAA -choA,e a common 1aaA.dA.00m.. Thtd aAAxm.aejn.ejit hoA been 
a AoclaJJj}, enAxitiable expedience and, at the, 4>ame time, an excellent 
mexuui of. establishing, the, gxiod fcelatAon^hips that ate, -60 t/eAu nec- 
esiAaMj,. 

The, Ship, la planning, to haue. an Open house on 22 FlouembeA,, the. dag. 
psi-loA. to qua. departing, fan, San 2legx>, This event was planned 
pAAJwaAJM}. f,on, the gjzntlem.cn 0/, the pfcess. H)e hope that wide dls~ 
tAAJjuAAon of, coueA.agje, ula alA, of, the uaAloas news media, will be 
a hclpJ.uA, adAunct to the nuSLse fcecA.uAMn.cnt etlfo-fcts. 

On T-'U.dxuj, 0 {/lotted with CD£. BalshefskA. She discussed AcpAesent- 
Inq. Lj.ou. at, the op.en.Ajxq. o-jl the beauAv. salon. fi.s g.et, the shop ls> 
stAJU, in the pAxuxnlnq, staq.es. 3 wilt no.tLf.ip hen, of the date at 
the official opening. 

CapAioAa Dotan, Comm-andeA. of, RiinteAx> Point ShipiwA-d, ha<3 inutted 
tlie 4la r .f, oJl the Slii-p. to attend a coctail paAtii at the 0f,pU,ceA^> 
CJjxb on -1-6 RouemJjeA. fllA, of, oua, nuA^>e^ pAxm to be pSieoeni. 

b)e aJic told that 10c can expect to leave tiie Shlpv.afcd .f.ofc San dlcqxi 
an 23 flouembet. On on, about 18 decemb?Jt the <ichcdxx,Lc coIIa fox, lla 
to 'IcImajx to tKLo aJtea, doclclnq, at fiiarxeda. The anttcipated. wait- 
ing date fofc Ulet flam, as of, thlA wAJAAxiq, Ia 4 'JajiuaA.ij, lp66. 

lUe fiave been aalte impxe^^ed with Uxt, amount of, pA.0qA.c4-6 that had 
been made, C4 p.eclallij. In the patient cxsA,e aA,eax>. Thls> Ia In imtheA, 



s&tvasift can'Jia^t to the condition ofi the op&sia,blna -loom., X.-JUUJ. and 
oth-si -o pedal depuAAjxznt<> , 

7hanlc no a fan, .sending, the pA,o.fe4<alanal textbooks piom. the flawing, 
division, tie deceived them, on WednesdaiL, Theij, will su.pplem.ent 
the. n,e4,en,ence twate>ilaAs that we have aVieadg, pA.ocuA.eA. 

The publicity. mjatenJ,als you, have. requested wilt be faJtissaJLded 

at the. eaAJXest date p.osslble. Be tcrltl keep, ij.au. Infanju&d ofi any. 

two-pan. developments as theif,. occuA. 



Jle^pJLcJ^JuAJju. youAS,. 

C - - ' J' 

MQEJL3CA U373L£D" ~~" 



NAVAL HOSPITAL, USS REPOSE (AH -16) 
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96601 



AV: jec 

16 November 1965 



Captain Ruth Erickson NC USN 

Director, Navy Nurse Corps 

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Code-32 

Department of the Navy 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

During the past week the REPOSE has hosted a number of distinguished 
guests. On Tuesday afternoon the nurses assisted in escorting 
members of the Bohemian Club on a tour of the ship. This is a group 
of leading San Francisco business and professional men. The following 
day we were privileged to have as our guests approximately 200 
members of the Alameda Contra Costra Medical Association, and their 
families. They received a very comprehensive viewing of the ship, as 
well as a good insight into our specific mission. The tour commenced 
on the bridge, covered the wardroom, all of the ship's spaces, crews 
mess and galley, crew area and helicopter deck. There were a number 
of elderly people among the visitors but all went smoothly and without 
incident. The impression gained by these people will, I believe, 
favorably affect the attitude toward the Navy by members of the 
civilian populace. 

We are of course pleased to have visitors but we were delighted 
to welcome the seven Nurse Corps Officers that arrived last Wednesday. 
They are busily engaged in preparing the wards and departments and 
in getting to know the personnel with whom they will be working. 

Early Sunday morning a fire in an enlisted family housing area 
occurred. Most of the possessions of a family of five were 
destroyed in the blase. In traditional fashion our nurses 
responded with a generous cash contribution which we hope will 
aid in the restoration of the man's family's belongings. 

The shipyard has requested an extention of our yard period. 
Consequently, it appears that we will remain here until approximately 
1 December. Our shakedown cruise to San Diego may be cancelled and 
orders to sail directly to Pearl Harbor may be forthcoming. However, 
this report is more speculative than official. 



Installation of the equipment for our beauty salon has begun. A 
date for the official opening has not yet been determined but I 
believe that it will be sometime soon. I will keep you and 
Commander Bulshefski apprised of the date and of the ceremony 
connected therewith. 

Perhaps Commander Conrad wishes to retain the enclosed press kit 
for her scrapbook. Chief Conrad, a photographer from COMTWELVE, 
PIO, has devoted several hours to photographing parts of the ship, 
hospital and some of the staff. Distribution of same will be 
made to LT. Malone, CHINFO, Bureau of Naval Personnel and subsequently 
available to the Nursing Division. 

Tomorrow evening Miss Copic and I have been invited to attend a 
monthly dinner as guest of the Bay area Retired Navy Nurses 
Association. They wish to present us with a gift for the hospital. 
This I think is a very nice gesture on their part. 

We are quite busily engaged in getting the hospital organized as 
quickly and as orderly as possible so that we will be prepared 
for' any and all contingencies. The cooperation that nursing 
service has received thus far has been extremely gratifying. 

We all extend our warmest personal regards to everyone in the 
Nursing Division, 



Respectfully yours, 



Aiige/ica Vitillo ' 
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NAVAL HOSPITAL, USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV:jec 

23 November 1965 



i 
i 

i 

Captain Ruth Erickson NC USN | 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps j 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Code-32 1 
Washington 25, D„ C. 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

While it may appear that the vast majority of our time is spent as tour 
guides and hostesses we have indeed matched equally the hours spent in 
organizing our nursing service, 

Friday morning a group of 25 student and 4 faculty members, accompanied 
by Miss Staudenrous, spent most of the morning touring the REPOSE. 
Simultaneously, final preparations were being made for the scheduled 
opening of the beauty salon at 1500. Commander Bulshefski and Commander 
Smith arrived and the ribbon cutting was accomplished while photographers 
cameras began to flash and click. Following the ceremony we adjourned 
to the -wardroom for refreshments which had been prepared for our guest. - 
During this time the ship aided by four tugs was being turned around to 
the opposite side in order to conduct tests on the davits. Davits are 
the lines that are used to lower the lifeboats. 

Later we had a:, inclining ship experiment. This test determines the center 
of gravity of the ship and associated mathematical data used for damage 
control, Sunday morning the ship conducted a radio interference survey 
to determine whether or not the various medical equipment,, primarily 
X-ray and diathermy machines, when in operation, interfered with ship's 
radio reception. No interference was noted. 

On Thursday six members of the staff, three of whom were nurses, visited 
the Naval Prosthetic Research Lab at the Naval Hospital, Oakland. Our 
nurses observed a group of amputee patients from Viet Kam walking with 
various types of prosthetic appliances. A film that had been made at 
the Oakland Naval Hospital was shown. It demonstrated pre-operative care, 
the amputation procedure in surgery, application of dressing and plaster 
walking stumps and early ambulation., In many cases, on the first post- 
operative day, the patient is walking. This rehabilitation program has 



been very successful at Oakland. We hope that this is adoptable and 
that we can start the initial treatment of the amputee patients who 
eventually may be air evacuated from the REPOSE to Oak Knoll. 

Tomorrow four of the nurses well be visiting Oakland to consult with 
some of the nurse-supervisors and hospital personnel. Commander 
Bulshefski has been most generous and gracious in welcoming our staff 
at the hospital. 

Yesterday we had a medical and ship's insurv inspection. It's purpose 
was twofold - one was to determine if the equipment was functional and 
the other to insure the seaworthiness of the ship. 

We were visited yesterday by press members, representatives of national 
T.V. channels, radio stations and magazines. We hope that as a result 
of the day activities, the REPOSE will be big news. 

A considerable amount of equipment for our wards are now aboard. Already 
some serviceable items such as mattresses have disappeared. Consequently, 
an around the clock watch is maintained in the areas where pilferable 
items are being stored. 

The young nurses are demonstrating a great deal of creativity and zeal 
and going about their duties with zest. Both medical and non-medical 
observers seem genuinely impressed with their capabilities and contribu- 
tions. 

This about summarizes our activities during the past week. All materials 
that are suitable for publicity purposes will be forwarded as they become 
available. 

We hope that everyone in the Bureau had a very happy Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

Respectfully, 

/''■; -. ✓ y\ 

Angelica Vitillo 
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NAVAL HOSPITAL, USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV: jec 

30 November 1965 



Capt. Ruth E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code - 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

Our deployment schedule can now be reported with a bit more definitude. 
Today we will steam out under the Golden Gate Bridge to a designated 
operation area approximately sixty miles north of San Francisco. The 
Ship's personnel will go through abandon ship, man overboard and similar 
simulated exercises. "Oscar", a dummy equivalent in weight to a man, 
will be tossed overboard at an undisclosed time in order to test the 
alertness of the watches and the operation of long steel arm hoists. 
It is anticipated that the hoists will accomplish a shipboard recovery 
and preclude the need for recovery by boat. Our underway training will 
include a helicopter landing on Thursday. When we return on 3 Dec, we 
will be mooring at the Embarcadero, an area in close proximity to 
Fisherman's Wharf. This is a choice location because of its easy 
accessibility to the general public, thus providing those who were 
unable to tour the ship during the past weekend an opportunity to do 
so. The San Francisco citizens will be informed by the press of the 
scheduled open house. A large number of visitors is expected. 

More than 100 of the staff from Oak Knoll visited us last Saturday. 
On Sunday an "open house" was held for the shipyard employees, their 
families and guests of the crew. So many of the visiting yard workers 
were involved personally in the ship's renovation. Their justifiable 
pride in showing the Ship to their families was easily recognizable. 
A quasi - official count disclosed that more than one thousand persons 
visited the REPOSE on Sunday. Almost everyone seemed impressed by the 
Cytoglomerator and its capabilities for reconstituting frozen blood. 



The operation of the heart- lung machine was demonstrated continually 
throughout the afternoon and proved to be a popular attraction. 

On 8 Dec. we expect to leave the Bay Area for San Diego, If all goes 
according to schedule we should be returning to San Francisco on 23 Dec. 
Our departure date for Pearl Harbor is planned for 3 January. Unless 
something unforseen occurs we will reach our ultimate destination near 
the end of January 0 Everyone seems so eager to be on the way that we 
hope we encounter no delays. 

All of us extend warm greetings to you and your staff. We enjoyed 
your letter of 23 November and appreciate your well wishes. 



Respectfully, 




Angelj_ca Vitillo 



NAVAL HOSPITAL, U5S H2P0SS (AH-16) 
FPO, SAK FRANCISCO 960OI 

k December 19 65 



Capt. Ruth E. ERICKSON, NC, USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code - 32) 
Washington, D. C. £0390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

Your letter awaited our arrival at the Embarkadero in San 
Francisco on Friday. We returned from three and one half 
days of sea trials and emergency training. The weather was 
clear, cold and choppy which allowed us to try our sea legs 
and test the security of equipment. The nurses generally 
stood up quite well as did the 1*1-9 hospitalmen assigned to 
nursing service. 

We are preparing for open house for the public on Saturday 
and Sunday and are anticipating a large number of visitors. 
Miss Staudenraus will be on board with a group of one 
hundred nursing students. Several sisters have been invited 
to visit by the Chaplain. 

We. will leave for Hunters Point at C800 Monday for supplies, 
'some minor adjustments, inspection by Contender Service 
Squadron Seven and a personnel inspection. Thursday we get 
under way for San Diego for further training. We are 
planning to have, YAss Fleury join us at this time. 

Our anticipated schedule from then on will be to return 

to San Francisco on 23-2*1- December for further preparations 

for departure and on 3 January we will deploy to Honolulu. 

After two days in Honolulu we will officially become part 

of Squadron Seven and will receive orders for our destination. 

I am in full agreement with your plans for 'further staffing 
and will plan my schedules accordingly. Although the nurses 
are challenging ley busy with training and setting up their 
units, preparing administrative tools and attempting to 
establish sound healthy relationships with their staffs, 
there will probably be a lull while we are enroute. 



The beauty shop is operating in full swing. The barber 
comes to care for the tonsorial needs of the ladies and 
they accomplish the rest. I am being educated in the art 
of staying beautiful. It also accomplishes a vital function 
of socialization. All of the staff seems to be able to 
socialise with ease. Vie have three or four girls who are 
outstanding in their ability to create social activities 
and keep them lively. Miss James, Kiss Copic, Hiss Durkin 
and Miss Crosby have been outstanding in this area. 

The two American Red Cross Workers, Misses Lewis and Powell, 
are charming and appear professionally competent. They have 
been roost cooperative in sharing the "Open House Watches". 
The MSC Officer assigned to the Laboratory is also a very 
fine person and contributes a great deal to our social 
activities. 

(Continued 6 December 19&5-) . 

Sarly this morning we returned to Hunters Point. Our decks 
were heavely trafficked during the weekends open house to 
more than twenty five hundred visitors. The buffers are 
in great demand this morning by the Corpsmen who are eager 
to maintain the smart appearance of their respective wards. 

V.'e have received Christmas Cards from Nurse Corps Officers 
.and a number of the naval medical facilities, especially 
from the overseas stations. Our Card Committee had hoped 
to send our Christmas greetings with a picture of the ship. 
This now seems improbable for this year. 

Our next greeting probably will be posted in San Diego. 
Perhaps our sojourn south will bring more mild temperatures. 

Warm personal regards to you and to all in the cursing 
Division. 

Respectfully, 
Angelica Vitillo 



NAVAL HOSPITAL, USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 96601 

AV; jec 

13 December 1965 



Captain Ruth E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code-32) 
Washington, D. C 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

Last Monday we left the Embarkadero as scheduled and re^o 
Hunters Point. During this last P--^ f e ^ s S taudenraus 
a substantial number of nurses visit the ship ^ S ls> . 

had sent personal invitations to many of the local h °^ aA f* 
Sther visitors came in response to rad o — C= of Nurses 
Day on the REPOSE." Can«q««t V « ^ « ^frf than three 
various times were set aside ex ^"^f designated for Open 
hundred nurse visitors. On each o the J^b design 
House at least fifty percent of the nu rsing statt w 
stationed at key positions throughout the ship. In each gro p 
it seems that there were some former members of the Corps as 
well as retired and reserve navy nurses. 

ln a previous letter I mentioned that the Ba> ; Are- ^ired Navy 

Nurses Association wished to ?« B ^ " noral decoration 
the REPOSE. They gave us a very lovely Manzanita 
that we have placed temporarily in the wardroom. 

us individually or as a group. We will give this 
and let them know. 

nn Fridav one day later than anticipated, we departed Hunters 
^oint enroute to San Diego. While underway we had e . series of 

time at General Quarters tne snip e nur ses emergency 

damage control tests and inspec tions S™*™ lme t0 conduct 
station is on the ward many of them are using this 
classes with their corpsmen. 



It is easy ^ to see the real metamorphosis that has taken place on 
the wards m the past few weeks. Supplies are being issued and 
many of our administrative tools are being prepared. The Ward 
Manuals, Narcotic and Day books are nearing completion. Creative 
ideas, for example, improvisxon "S" hooks to be used in the 
administration of intravenous fluids, designing of tables and 
brackets for specific functions and experimenting with various 
methods of screening off patients and similar ideas have been 
generated and devised by the nurses. 

The improvements we have initiated in our individual staterooms 
have contributed to maintaining a high state of moral among the 
nurses. One of the base shops at Hunters Point allowed us to 
misappropiate an assortment of very colorful and f^hinine 
looking bedspreads for our rooms. We were able to procure 
illegally, draperies to cover the portholes in our rooms as well 
as the windows and portholes on the wards. Since we are telling 
you about our little misdemeanors I'll not fail to mention our 
new decks. By the end of this working day tile of undisclosed 
origin will have been laid in all of the nurses statrooms. 
This was accomplished by a party of very willing "volunteers." 

Because of our delay arrival in San Diego I did not have an 
opportunity to invite Captain Burk to the ship for dinner until 
Saturday evening. She was unable to accept because of previous 
engagements. Perhaps before we leave she will be able to visit us, 

Yesterday a group of 200 members of the San Diego Naval Hospital 
staff and their families had an opportunity to visit the REPOSE. 
However no public viewing Was held over the past weekend# 

Miss Warren's mother joined us for dinner aboard ship on Saturday 
evening. Mrs. Warren lives in Oceanside so she drove to North 
Island to meet the ship when it arrived. 

Tomorrow we will get underway for further training, returning 
here on Friday. We expect to be in San Diego until 22 Dec. 
The following day the ship should be back in San Francisco and 
remain there until we deploy to Pearl Harbor on 3 Jan. It is 
anticipated that we will reach Honolulu on 9 Jan. and remain 
there approximately one week. Most probably we will stop at 
Subic Bay and there join the Seventh Fleet. Our anticipated 
arrival date in Viet Nam is about 1 Feb. 

All of us extend our warmest wishes to everyone in the Nursing 
Division for a very joyous holiday season. 



Respectfully, 



Angelica VITILLO 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV: jec 

20 December 1965 



Captain Ruth E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code-32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

Early Tuesday morning the ship got underway for further trials 
and refresher training. The time alloted for shakedown is very 
limited, therefore we had a series of new drills as well as 
repetition of some that were held previously. Early in the week 
a battle messing drill was held. The purpose for this was to _ 
outline the procedures for feeding of the crew while the ship is 
at General Quarters Stations for a long period of time. The 
normal battle rations consists of coffee and sandwiches. This 
exercise extended over the noon meal period, consequently all or 
us had our -picnic lunch" at our General Quarters Stations. 

Casualty Embarkation Procedures have been outlined and three 
triage areas have been established. In the near future we expect 
to simulate this exercise in order to see what revision may be 
necessary. This will be done with the knowledge that no prearranged 
set of procedures will always fit the situation at hand. Thursday 
way a rainy, chilly, cold day and the sea was very choppy. Hail 
was pouring down like bullets and ricocheting off our wooden decks. 
This was the day designated to test the ward evacuation routes 
to be taken in the event that an order to abandon ship is received. 
Some of the corpsmen were used for stretcher and ambulatory patients. 
The remaining corpsmen, aided by crew members served as stretcher 
bearers. Following the drill a critique was held. Asa result 
some modification in routing will be made in order to .insure a 
more orderly and swifter transfer of patients. 

We were able to secure from drills sufficiently long enough on 
Tuesday evening to have a welcome aboard party for Miss F^ury. 
She reported on 13 DEC, while the ship was in San Diego. Almost 
immediately her sea indoctrination began but she stood up 
wonderfully well during her first underway period. 



Wednesday , morning we are scheduled to return to Hunters Point. 
Earlier it had been anticipated that we would be mooring at 
Alameda, our home port. However, problems developed with our 
3 500 pound decompression chamber which necessitated demantling 
and removing it from the ship for repair. Hence we return to 
Hunters Point vice Alameda so that this piece of equipment can 
be reinstalled. 

The nurses and I met last week to discuss establishment of a. 
24 hour ward routine for nursing service personnel. A list 
of emergency drugs has been compiled and we expect our boxes to 
be issued soon. We plan to use fishing tackle, boxes for this 
purpose. 

Our deployment schedule remains essentially unchanged. Barring 
any complications, two weeks from today we should be leaving for 
Pearl Harbor. 

May all the joys and blessings of the Christmas season be yours. 

Respectfully, 




Angelica Vitillo 



-2- 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV: jec 

27 December 1965 



Captain Ruth E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code-32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

As the year draws to an end so also does our preparation to get underway. 
One week from today we expect to bow out of the harbor with our sights 
set on Honolulu. Most probably we will commence our one week stay in 
Pearl Harbor on 9 Jan. A hospital commissioning ceremony is planned for 
16 Jan, thus establishing the U. S. Naval Hospital in REPOSE as a separat 
command. 

Our return trip from San Diego was not wholly uneventful. We encountered 
an angry, tempestuous sea during most of the voyage. Rude and violent 
waves slashing over the bow added to the discomfort of the deck force. 
A number of the nurses who had been hearty on the other trips assumed 
horizontal positions during this last underway period, tiowever, m 
•general, we ladies fared as well as or better than many of our male 
associates. 

While in San Diego we were greeted with the happy news that two of our 
nurses, Misses Budacki and Sulkowski, had been selected for Lieutenant. 
Also a number of our corpsman have been advanced in rate. We were 
pleased because so many of the boys are deserving and because advance- 
ment serve as an incentive for the non-rated men. 

Christmas aboard ship was a quiet, peaceful day highlighted by church 
services, telephone calls home and Christmas dinner. Miss McCormick, 
our laboratory officer, had her eighty-five year old father as her 
E uest for dinner. His charm and wit added much merriment at mealtime. 
The wardroom was gaily decorated and our staterooms and nurses country 
looked very festive. 

Several of the nurses went home on leave. Others had friends in the _ 
area with whom they spent the holiday. Commander's Bulshefski and Smith 
hosted a dinner and entertained several of our nurses on Christmas day. 
Miss Fleury spent Christmas at a nearby convent visiting with her aunt. 



On Sunday several of the nuns had dinner aboard ship. They were 
thrilled with the experience and left gifts for all of the nurses. 

The nurses appreciate and enjoy your letters. They join me in 
extending to you our warm and sincere wishes for a joyous New Year. 

Respectfully, 



Angelica Vitillo 



-2- 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV: jec 

3 January 1966 



Captain Ruth ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 2039O 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

The bells of the New Year had a hollow and muted ring for us this 
year. On New Years Eve we received word that our Operations Officer, 
LT Grahl, and his wife had been killed in an automobile accident 
while returning to the ship from Christmas leave. We were shocked 
and saddened and our sympathy goes out to their three young children. 

At Protestant Worship Services yesterday the San Francisco Camp of 
the Gideon International presented the ship with two especially 
embossed Bibles. White nurses testaments and red washable hospital 
testaments were presented to me. We are indeed grateful for the 
spiritual concern and interest in the mission of the ship expressed 
by the Gideon members. 

Another benefactor, Mr. Henry Siegel of Bruceton, Tennessee, through 
the National Chapter of the American Red Cross, donated two Kimball 
Concertone studio pianos for the patients use and entertainment. 
In addition to this generous offering he underwrote the cost of 
twenty-four electric razors. 

An artifical kidney was received on board during the past week and 
our decompression chamber has been reinstalled. The supplementary 
medical staff have reported and it appears that we are m a state 
of readiness for our scheduled 1600 departure today. Accompanying 
us on the trip to Hawaii will be members of the press, ten of whom 
ladies. They will be quartered in the S.O.Q. area. 



are 



The hospital commissioning ceremony that I mentioned m the last 
letter has been cancelled. Our actual time in port in Hawaii will 
be so brief that it was decided to forego a formal ceremony. A 



personnel inspection will be held on 8 Jan. so we will have this 
opportunity to wear our service dress white uniform. 

After luncheon today a farewell reception will be held in^the 
C.P.O. mess, the main galley and the wardroom for the families ■ 
and friends of the ships company. Among those present will be 
Miss Sulkowski's father who is here from New York to see us off. 

Our next greeting will be an aloha from the Islands and an account 
of our crossing. We will write that story one week from today. 



Respectfully 



/ 




NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV : j ec 

12 January 1966 



Captain Ruth ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine' and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

To the tuneful and buoyant melody of marches played by the Navy 
Band the Ship tripped anchor late Monday afternoon and began Its 
2 200 mile voyage to Hawaii. Cruising out of the Bay the other 
ships looked drab by contrast. During the first few days out we 
encountered quite a bit of turbulence. A number of our newly _ 
reported doctors were conspicuously absent from the wardroom during 
mealtimes but as we neared tropical waters the attendance was 
nearly perfect. 

The reporters that we were to have along on the cruise did not 
accompany us as expected. The request for clearance was too late 
for processing prior to sailing. Members of the press have been 
invited to fly to Subic or on to Viet Nam and most probably will 
spend some time with us later in the month. Our departure from 
San Francisco was covered by some members of the local press. 
Pictures of a few of the nurses were taken which probably have 
appeared in some west coast newspapers. 

The Hospital now has a census of two patients. Our first, HM2 
Frederick, was admitted on Tuesday because of obesity, a condxtion 
which will preclude his reenlisting in March. He is one of two 
medical repairmen aboard, hence a very valuable member of the staff. 
In an attempt to retain him in the service a drastic and extreme 
weight reduction program has been initiated. Our second patient 
was admitted for oral surgery which was accomplished on Thursday. 



The corpsmen assigned to our one functioning ward have been standing 
three section watches. I will be submitting an alphabetized list of 
all enlisted personnel assigned to nursing service and their ward 
designations. Schedules of assignments of the Nurse Corps Officers 
will be forwarded also as soon as the units are functioning and 
the rotation has been established. 

During our one week crossing the Medical Department Officers have 
been meeting daily for instruction and information purposes. At 
the first session Captain Engle presented a commentary on Navy 
Hospital Ships, in particular, the USS REPOSE. Captain Wilson 
briefed us on our mission, introduced each of the doctors and 
gave them their assignments. At the second session each Medical- 
Service Corps Officer informed us of the services that would be 
provided by their respective departments. Explanation and demon- 
stration of all of our resusciative equipment was the substance 
of another meeting. One session was devoted to a discussion of 
the blood bank facilities,, On Saturday we met the Administrative 
Officer to smooth out the plans for a revised Patient Evacuation 
Bill, 

Msd-af ternoon on Sunday their was much excitement in response to 
the "Land-ho off port bow" announcement. At twilight time we 
moored at Pearl Harbor. Monday through Thursday the ship will be 
conducting some exercises but we expect to return to port each 
evening. An Open House for local physicians will be held on 
Friday. The Ship will be open for public viewing Saturday. 
Tentatively, the ship plans to get underway on 18 January, The 
trip to Subic Bay will take approximately two weeks. We expect 
to spend two days there. 

A few of the nurses have been granted three days leave. They 
headed for the sandy beach early this morning. A sun bathing 
area has been provided for the nurses remaining aboard so 
everyone will get her share of sun and sea. 

We will write early next week prior to getting underway for the 
Philippines. During our two weeks enroute it will not be possible 
to send or receive mail so our next letter will be sent on or 
about 1 Feb. 




Respectfully, 



Angelica Vitillo 
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12 January 1966 



Captain Ruth ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine' and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

To the tuneful and buoyant melody of marches played by the Navy 
Band the Ship tripped anchor late Monday afternoon and began its 
2 200 mile voyage to Hawaii. Cruising out of the Bay the other 
ships looked drab by contrast. During the first few days out we 
encountered quite a bit of turbulence. A number of our newly 
reported doctors were conspicuously absent from the wardroom during 
mealtimes but as we neared tropical waters the attendance was 
nearly perfect. 

The reporters that we were to have along on the cruise did not 
accompany us as expected. The request for clearance was too late 
for processing prior to sailing. Members of the press have been 
invited to fly to Subic or on to Viet Nam and most probably will 
spend some time with us later in the month. Our departure from 
San Francisco was covered by some members of the local press. 
Pictures of a fewof the nurses were taken which probably have 
appeared in some west coast newspapers. 

The Hospital now has a census of two patients. Our first, HM2 _ 
Frederick, was admitted on Tuesday because of obesity, a condition 
which will preclude his reenlisting in March. Be is one of two 
medical repairmen aboard, hence a very valuable member of the start. 
In an attempt to retain him in the service a drastic and extreme 
weight reduction program has been initiated. Our second patient 
was admitted for oral surgery which was accomplished on Thursday. 



The corpsmen assigned to our one functioning ward have been standing 
three section watches. I will be submitting an alphabetized list of 
all enlisted personnel assigned to nursing service and their ward 
designations. Schedules of assignments of the Nurse Corps Officers 
will be forwarded also as soon as the units are functioning and 
the rotation has been established. 

During our one week crossing the Medical Department Officers have 
been meeting dally for instruction and information purposes. At 
the first session Captain Engle presented a commentary on Navy 
Hospital Ships, in particular, the USS REPOSE. Captain Wilson 
briefed us on our mission, introduced each of the doctors and 
gave them their assignments. At the second session each Medical. 
Service Corps Officer informed us of the services that would be 
provided by their respective departments. Explanation and demon- 
stration of all of our resusciative equipment was the substance 
of another meeting. One session was devoted to a discussion of 
the blood bank facilities 0 On Saturday we met the Administrative 
Officer to smooth out the plans for a revised Patient Evacuation 
Bill. 

MeJd-af ternoon on Sunday their was much excitement in response to 
the "Land-ho off port bow" announcement. At twilight time we 
moored at Pearl Harbor. Monday through Thursday the ship will be 
conducting some exercises but we expect to return to port each 
evening. An Open House for local physicians will be held on 
Friday. The Ship will be open for public viewing Saturday. 
Tentatively, the ship plans to get underway on 18 January. The 
trip to Subic Bay will take approximately two weeks. We expect 
to spend two days there. 

A few of the nurses have been granted three days leave. They 
headed for the sandy beach early this morning. A sun bathing 
area has been provided for the nurses remaining aboard so 
everyone will get her share of sun and sea. 

We will write early next week prior to getting underway for the 
Philippines. During our two weeks enroute it will not be possible 
to send or receive mail so our next letter will be sent on or 
about 1 Feb, 



Respectfully, 




Angelica Vitillo 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
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18 January 1966 



Captain Ruth E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

Our arrival In Pearl Harbor received television, radio and newspaper 
publicity commensurate with that accompanying our departure from San 
Francisco. Hopefully we will not go unnoticed when we leave Honolulu 
later today. 

Five tanned and tranquil nurses returned from leave on Friday suffic- 
iently early to prepare themselves for the Ship's party held on that 
evening. Practically everyone not on duty attended the luau at Barbers 
Point. Entertainment and refreshments climaxed an afternoon of swimming 
and other sports events. Our only casualty was a corpsmen who was 
injured in a scrimmage during a football game. 

A large number of local physicians visited the ship on Friday in 
response to an invitation extended to all of the doctors on the Island. 
A group of about one hundred medical personnel from Tripler comprised 
of Army nurses and doctors, Air Force nurses and members of the American 
Red Cross toured the ship Friday afternoon. Throughout the weekend 
personal tours were conducted for visiting V. I.P.'s. More than 3,000 
members of the civilian populace filed through designated hospital 
spaces during a three hour period on Saturday. 

Yesterday morning the ship conducted graduation exercises. A special 
battle problem was devised to simulate as nearly as possible the 
situation under which the ship will be operating. Live ammunition 
was used in the form of grenades. One purpose of the exercise was 
to test the effectiveness of the underway training program. Inspecting 
us were members of the Pearl Harbor Fleet Training Group. A critique 
followed the exercises; happily all departments received good ratings. 

Today through Friday the Hospital will be directing some preparedness 
tests of its own. A full mock surgical schedule will be put into 
operation which will include simulation of emergency casualty 
admissions. Most probably this procedure will extend into the 



evening hours. Another day this week the methods outlined for the 
feeding of patients will be rehearsed during which time the ward diet 
pantries will actually receive the rations from the main galley. 

Progress continues to be made on the wards especially in the area of 
the supplies that are being received. Trays are being set up for Central 
Supply and the Operating Room, As I mentioned in my last letter one 
of the medical wards has been receiving patients since 3 January. The 
Orthopedist has scheduled an arthrotomy for Friday morning. The surgery 
will be performed on the corpsmen who was injured at the ship's party. 

Last week Captain Engle and I had dinner with RADM Welham, Fleet 
Surgeon CINCPACFLT, and with Captain Lippincott MC, SERVPAC. Another 
distinguished gentleman I have met is Jeanne Chariot, internationally 
famous artist of Polynesian art. During a visit to the Polynesian 
Cultural Center I had the pleasure of being introduced to Mr. Bernard 
Kemitete du Pierre, a Tahitian sculptor. I met him through some 
newly acquired acquaintances here from the Christian College, The 
College is affiliated with the Mormon church. Its members engage in 
various missionary activities. One exceptionally fine member of the 
group is a gentleman from Samoa, 

Two nuns from Saint Francis Hospital in Honolulu were aboard for 
dinner on Saturday as guests of Miss Durkin, One of the Sisters 
was Miss Durkin's Operating Room supervisor at her School of Nursing; 
the other was a classmate of hers at Catholic University. Miss 
Durkin and I were graduated from the same School of Nursing where 
these nuns have taught so we both enjoyed their visit. 

We were pleased to have been asked by CDR Steward, Commanding Officer 
of the Submarine Base Dispensary to review the plans for a new dis- 
pensary to be built there. Yesterday Miss Copic, Miss Benedict, Miss 
Clayton and I reviewed the proposed plans giving particular attention 
to the surgical suite area. Later we visited with Captain Pennington MC, 
Commanding Officer of the Pearl Harbor Dispensary. 

Many of the nurses' wardrobes now include a selection of muu-muu's. 
I bought four and expect to use then as lounging attire in Nurses Country. 
I am sure that there will be other attractive purchases we will make 
during our brief stay in Subic Bay. 



We will write again about 1 February when we reach the Philippines. 
Warm regards from all of us on the REPOSE. 



Respectfully, 

,/? 

Angelica Vitillo 



P.S. Our departure was delayed from 18 January to 19 January/1600 
due to engineering difficulties. 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH- 16) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

AV : j ec 

9 February 1966 



CAPTAIN RUTH E. ERICKSON NC USN 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Erickson: 

The "all ashore that's going ashore" call finally sounded on the morning ^ 
of 20 January, two days later than anticipated. The Navy Band sheltered 
on the pier from a misty rain rendered the traditional farewell saluta- 
Son Hastily recruited and relatively unpracticed REPOSE Band recipro- 
cated in kind and we began our 4,500 mile trip to Subic Bay. 

Captain Engle and Commander Hull left the ship in Hawaii to fly ahead 
and investigate and coordinate medical services ashore for future evacua- 
tion of patients. Their itinerary included visits to Yokosuka, Okinawa, 
Taiwan, Saigon and Da Nang. 

Before leaving Pearl a team of three photo- journalists from CINCPACFLT, 
under assignment from CHINF0 reported aboard to cover the passage of the 
REPOSE ' to the SEVENTH FLEET . It is expected that they will remain until 
casualties are received. To date they have taken about a thousand Futures 
TaTy of which are in color. The photographs will be processed and forwarded 
to LT Malone in CHINF0. A photo essay on the REPOSE will be made into an 
exhibit! Feature stories are being prepared on Miss Hill and on Mxss Crosby. 

The first day underway a series of hospital drills commenced. This 
involved the surgical wards, central supply, operating room and anes- 
Seaia departments. All participants were asked to make written comments 
in order to uncover deficiencies in equipment or methods. 

At 1900 on Sunday 23 January we crossed the International Date Line. All 
clocks were advanced 23 hours . to coincide with Greenwich hours minus il. 
^"Lf^ed for Monday were similarly promoted until - * 
Again an Operating room drill, combined with a hospital feeding drill was 



conducted. Casualty embarkation exercises held on Wednesday was planned 
to give hospital personnel practice in the sorting, registering and the 
mechanics of receiving patients and admitting them to the wards. For 
purposes of the drill simulated casualties (15 men vith moulages on) were 
received on the helicopter platform. Others were hoiste-t on litters from 
boats to the main deck. When the word was passed that casualties were 
arriving the three triage centers were manned and made ready to receive 
patients. 

By Thursday we had graduated to a full scale, all day drill that commenced 
at 0700 and secured at 1900. While scheduled surgery was alledgedly in 
progress word was received that 15 stretcher patients were due to arrive 
in fifteen minutes via helicopter. Consequently the need arose to man- 
ipulate the surgical schedule to accommodate the emergency cases m order 
of priority. Simultaneously the wards were receiving patients from the 
sorting centers and the nurses were challenged with the task of locating 
a medical officer to perform the initial work up of casualties. Actual 
orders for each admission were written and executed. Patients were 
transported to X-ray, film taken and reports returned to the wards. ^ 
Similar procedures involved the laboratory and EKG Departments. During- 
the course of events outpatients arrived with consultation requests. 
Cardiac resusciation teams went into action and as much realism as possible 
was injected into all situations. Problem areas were noted and discussed 
during a critique that was held on the following day. 

A talent show contest provided an evening of entertainment last Sunday. 
Three of the nurses participated and received loud applause for their 
song and dance act. A panel of judges awarded prizes to the three top 
acts . 

When we arrived in Subic early last Thursday 3 February Captain Engl e 
and Commander Hull were on the pier to greet us. Miss Troskoski and the 
Commanding Officer of the Station Hospital were there also. Shortly after 
we moored Captain Engle called a meeting of all medical department officers 
and gave us a resume' of his trip. We were also told that because of ■ 
chronic engineering difficulties our stay in Subic would be extended until 
10 February. This was disappointing to many but what was particularly 
distressing to us was the announcement that no nurses had been nominated 
to supplement our staff. Captain Maher and Captain Eagle did not consider 
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It standard practice to request additional nursing personnel inasmuch as 
the billets had been established when the ship was commissioned. Since 
receipt of your letter on 30 November all of us were under the impression 
that we would be receiving our full complement of nurse corps officers. 
Captain Engle confirmed reports that the Station Hospital in Saigon will 
not be under Army jurisdiction until 1 April. 

Four of our nurses and doctors have had an opportunity to work at the 
Clark Air Force Base Hospital. Our observations there reinforced our 
belief that our staffing indeed appears inadequate. Their 200 bed hospital 
averages about 500 patients daily. 75-100 patients are received daily 
and a like amount is evacuated. Their Intensive Care Unit has a census 
of about 50 patients and is staffed with 14 nurses. The total number of 
nurses is 114. 

Because of the physical set up on the REPOSE a minimum of three night 
nurses will be required. Four of the nursing staff will function in 
speciality areas. The remaining six nurses must cover the entire hospital 
during their 12 hour tour of duty. A number of the malaria and post-trans- 
fused patients at Clark require treatment on the artificial kidney. When 
the artificial kidney is in use this will necessitate special nursing care 
to the patient for 6-8 hour periods thus increasing the demands placed 
upon our staff. 

In view of the observations stated above we are convienced that all of 
the 29 nurse billets need to be filled. 



Respectfully, 



Angelica Vitillo - 
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NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96601 in reply refer to 

013 : elp 

28 February 1966 



Captain Ruth Erickson, NC, 0SN 
Director, Nursing Division 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Miss Erickson: 

Juot a brief note on our activities: We arrived off the coast 
of Chu Lai on 16 February from the Philippines. On the two 
subsequent days we met with the medical officers from the 
various medical activities with whom we would be working. 
These activities include the USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8), (an 
amphibious assault ship) which was being used as a medical 
support activity, Baker, Charlie and Delta Medical Companies, 
which are collecting companies, and Dr. Canaga's hospital 
which is a support activity which is functioning at a one 
hundred and fifty bed capacity. 

We relieved the Medical - Surgical Team on the VALLEY FORGE 
and have become the first casualty facility for the "Double 
Eagle Thrust". All our patients arrive by helicopter. 

Our first direct casualty which arrived Saturday, the nine- 
teenth, was a nineteen year old bilateral mid-thigh amputee 
who to date has received over 45 pints of blood. This intro- 
duction prepared us for what we have been receiving since. 
It has been a 20 - 40 daily admission load with about a third 
of them requiring extensive surgery. To date we have lost 
one surgical patient who had massive abdomenal wounds. Neuro- 
surgical, chest and orthopedic patients are numerous. Trach- 
eotomies - chest bottles - respirators are commonplace. 

Our medical patients are no less of a challenge. Cerebral 
malaria claimed the life of one of our young men and has been 
a threat to 12 - 15 others. Their temperatures reach 106+. 
We have had to resort to using the Hypo Thermia machine. As 
well as malaria, dengue fever and an undetermined fever keep 
temperatures hovering at 102 - 105 for 14 days. 

We have admitted 273 this month and most of them since the 
nineteenth. The nurses are on a sixteen hour day every day 
but are still smiling. The value of nursing service is 
recognized and requested. Additional nursing staff is sorely 
needed. 

W e were rushed out of the Chu Lai area on Monday even ing , 2 i 
February because our forces were having a difficult time on 



the air strip at Chu Lai. We proceeded to lam Ky some twenty 
miles north. However, at noon Tuesday, the 22nd, we dashed 
into the Chu Lai area again to pick up a load of patients 
from Baker Medical Company so that they could accomodate the 
casualties from this activity and immediately returned to our 
station 3-4 miles off the coast of Tam Ky. We plan to be 
here until mid-March when we will leave station for fuel. 

Our evacuations are flown by helicopter to Chu Lai air strip. 
From there they go to Da Nang for further evacuation to Clark 
Air Force Base, Philippines. 

We expect General Westmoreland, Vice Admiral Hyland, and Rear 
Admiral Ward on board Wednesday, 2 March, 

We have heard from some of our new nurses. Miss Ford's orders 
were cancelled. No word from the nurses from Saigon has been 
received . 

Please convey our best to all. 



Sincerely, 




NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO 96601 in reply refer to 

013 Igap 
9 March 1966 

Captain Ruth Erickson, NC, USN 
Director, Nursing Division 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Miss Erickson: 

We are back in Da Nang after a very full week off the coast 
of Quang Ngai and Chu Lai. 

Generals Westmoreland and Piatt and Admirals Hyland, Ward, 
and Welham and staff visited on Wednesday. It was a brief 
visit but General Westmoreland spoke to the entire crew over 
the one-MC. He is a very dynamic man and it Is good for us 
to meet him. 

For the third weekend we have received large volumes of 
casualties. Commencing Saturday night at 2300 until Sunday 
evening at 2100 we admitted sixty critically wounded. Many 
requiring extensive surgery, all requiring some. Our recovery 
room, which we are using as a resusatative and preparatory 
staging center for surgery, was occupied continuously until 
Monday night. We performed surgical procedures like applying 
Crutchfield Tongs in the passageways to hold a patient in 
proper position to await surgery for a Laminectomy the next ■ 
day. 

Monday added thirty more to the census that were less critical 
and were processed at a less urgent rate. Our census reached 
319. 

Death claimed the life of a very young man who had extensive 
chest wounds on Monday, the seventh and a thirty three year 
old arm amputee with other extensive wounds on Tuesday the 
eighth. Some of our young nurses are feeling these losses 
acutely. 

We received orders on Misses Stauffer, Word, Gadoury, Luisa, 
and VanOver. We sent a dispatch to Siagon to make those 
people available to us as soon as possible' due to the acute 
situation which we are facing. We have had no word from them 
yet. The nurses are tired but not complaining. They feel 
guilty about leaving to get some rest. The doctors and crew 
hold them in high esteem for the fantastic load which they are 
carrying and the outstanding job they are doing. 



While writing this letter a doctor walked into the office to 
tell me about the outstanding work that the corpsmen on his 
ward did with a cardiac arrest yesterday, the amputee I men- 
tioned earlier. This is a result of the extensive training 
that was accomplished on our way out. These outstanding re- 
ports on the corpsmen come in daily. This is a credit to the 
training that the doctors and nurses have provided as well as 
the sincerity of attitudes of the entire crew* It is truly a 
maturing but beautiful experience when people are joined in a 
work of love. 

I am sorry to learn of Connie's retirement. She is truly a 
sincere and devoted person and it will be a loss to the Corps, 
especially at a time when we need people to inspire our young 
nurses , 

Our young nurses are demanding more of their nursing experience 
these days than technical competence. They are demanding that 
they have the opportunity to interact with the patient so they 
may provide him with that support that seems to be lacking in 
the highly specialized and technically complex type of care 
to which so many of them are subjected. Of course the neophyte 
nurse must learn this art and its people like Connie that could 
do this. It is truly a loss to lose someone with the wisdom and 
sincerity she possesses. 

Please pray that our staff remains In good health to face this 
chal lenge. 

Sincerely, 



Angelica Vitillo 




NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO 96601 in reply refer to 

0l3:gap 
26 March 1966 

Captain Ruth Erickson, NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Miss Erickson: 

We returned to Subic on the 13th of March, with 250 patients, 
for repairs and refueling. Our anticipated date of departure, 
19th March, was delayed because of engineering problems. An 
explosion of the feed pump slightly injured some Phillipino 
yard workers. New pumps are being flown to us from the Haven 
and Mechanicsburg. We hope to be on station soon as our ser- 
vices are sorely needed. The Princeton has been staffed with 
a surgical team and is covering our station. 

We have evacuated or returned to duty all but 143 of our patients. 
These we will return to Vietnam when we get back. 

All of our stateside nurses except Miss Miller have reported 
since we arrived in Subic. The Sj'^gon nurses are expected 
shortly. 

The most critically ill patient on board at this time is a 23 
year old Marine seargent who was shot in the head. He has 
undergone four craniotomies since the 5th of March and is put- 
ting up a valiant fight for his life. His temperature is being 
maintained at 33.3 degrees centigrade on the hypothermia machine 
to minimize cerebral edema. He is still in a state of uncon- 
sciousness. The faith and hope of the staff are evident as 
they hopefully check the neurological and eye reflexes search- 
ing for an improvement. It is beautiful to see the nurses and 
corpsmen carrying on a conversation with him as though he were 
fully conscious. 

Our bilateral amputee is now at Oakland benefitting from the 
outstanding amputee program there. The staff was notified of 
his arrival and greeted him warmly. 

Ward clerics-will indeed assist to liberate nursing personnel 
from a myriad of non-nursing activities. I pray that the navy 
will see fit to establish a housekeeping department to relieve 
nursing personnel of this responsibility. 



History continues to make further demands on nursing. Our 
new director will be challenged with meeting them. 

Thank you kindly for writing. Your letters mean a great deal 
to the nurses. 

Sincerely, 




P. S. 



Miss Miller has just reported aboard. 



NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AHI6) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO 96601 , N HEPLY „ EFER TO 

Easter Monday 
Enroute to Vietnam 

Captain Ruth Erickson, NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Miss Ericksoni 

We departed from Subic at 1000 on Easter morning. This was 
the most wonderful thing that could happen to the staff of the 
Repose on this day. The morale was at a low ebb since our 
engineering problems delayed us three weeks and we missed one - 
of our assignments. 

The two feed pumps were plagued with one problem after another 
until the engineering department was in a state of despair. 
The replacements were not usable when they arrived. The one 
from the Haven was cracked and had to be completely overhauled. 
The two from Mechani csburg were a newer model and necessitated 
extensive engineering alterations of space, pipes and steam 
load. After the rebuilt pumps were installed they were damaged 
by debris, which had apparently been shaken loose from the inner 
wall of the pipes at the time of the explosion. The lines have 
since been cleaned with acid. We seem to be getting along well 
to date.. We also have on board two engineering experts who were 
flown in from Philadelphia. 

It is the consensus that ultimately these two old feed pumps will 
have to be replaced. This will necessitate a trip to Yokuska 
since the job necessitates special equipment and services which 
are not available at Subic. 

All of our nurses arrived while we were at Subic. Miss Wanda 
Orr received word that her father was gravely ill. She left on 
emergency leave Saturday. 

Our patient census today is fifty nine. Most of these patients 
will be returned to duty when we arrive on station. 

We expect to be stationed five miles off DaNang until we re- 
ceive further assignment. 

The nurses and myself want to wish you every success and happi- 
ness. We want to thank you for managing the helm for four of 
the most difficult years in the history of the Nurse Corps. 
Your efforts are greatly appreciated despite the fact that this 
is seldom communicated to people in the Bureau. 



We will continue to keep you 
gards to your staff and Miss 

S incerely ♦ 



informed of our activities. 
Bulshef ski . 



NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANC/SCO 96601 JN REPLY REFER TO 

26 April 1966 

Captain Ruth Erickson, NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Miss Erickson: 

We have been on station since the 13th of April. Oddly, our 
first patient again was a bilateral amputee. This one was 
not picked up for several hours and was in such profound shock 
that we were unable to pull him out of it. He died after a few 
hours. Our patient load this morning is 226. The pattern of 
diagnoses appears to have changed. The injuries appear to be 
predominantly direct gunshot wounds in contrast to the pre- 
dominance of shrapnel injuries during our last on station tour. 
The number of chest cases has decreased but the number of neuro- 
surgical, especially head cases, has increased considerably. 
The number .of amputees appears to remain constant, but the over- 
all orthopedic cases appear to be fewer in number. Eye cases 
are plentiful on this tour. One of our young men who was shot 

^^f? f pa f ietal re S ion lost °ne «ye and it is feared that 
he will lose the other. 

We have seen a few Vietnamese women and children on consulta- 
tion. A nine year old blind orphan, Lip, is on board for pre- 
paration for corneal transplant. We are in the process of 
teaching him English so we can communicate with him when he 
undergoes surgery. 

With the additional nurses on board I have been able to set up 
area teams. This seems to be working out quite well. The 
good! Challengin ^ 1 y bus y and the morale of the crew appears 

We send you our blessings and good wishes. Kay you be graced 
with good health and success. Please convey our best to all 
your staff. J A 1 



S Incerely , 



NAVAL HOSPITAL JN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

Captain Veronica M, Bulshefski, NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Bulshefskl: 

The nurses on the USS Repose want you to know that we are 
honored to have you as our director. We pledge to follow 
your direction with professional dedication and to provide 
our men and country with a service of which all can be proud. 

We thank you for your inspiring greetings and will again renew 
our pledge to contribute our talents and efforts to peace, 
patient care and progress, face our expanding roles, and sub-» 
ordinate our personal desires to the welfare of the military 
man and his family. 

We are greatful for the experience of serving on the USS Repose 
It has been a maturing and satisfying experience. 

We are currently completing our second on station period. We 
plan to return to Subic on the eighteenth where we will spend 
five days unless they are ready to install our new feed pumps. 
As of t.his time we plan to be on station again from the twenty- 
sixth of May until the twenty- second o,f June. 

Our current census is 395, We are cha 1 1 eng i ng 1 y busy. The 
morale of the staff is high and we feel that the patients are 
receiving good care. 

Our neuro surgeon, oral surgeon and opthamolog 1st are extremely 
busy. There are very few of these specialists in the area, 
consequently these services are extremely busy. Our amputees 
are sent to Oakland as soon as they are stabi 1 ized , . but we al- 
ways have one or two on board. 

The Injuries appear more extensive this time out. They fre- 
quently involve the head, face, eyes, abdomen and extremities, 
hence it has been difficult to evaluate them rapidly. We are 
involved in a considerable amount of intensive type care. 

Our little nine year old Vietnamese boy, Lip, Is doing well. 
We are preparing him for corneal transplants. He has been 
with us for a month and will remain with us until after surgery 



IN REPLY REFER TO 

16 May 1966 



We send our best to your staff and our blessings to you. 



Sincerely, 






Mi, 




^■^AV— ^ — - 





NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE <AH1o> 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96601 



IN REPLY REFER TO 

20 May 1966 



Captain Veronica Bulshef ski , NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D . C. 20390 

Dear Miss Bulshefski: 

The Repose is enroute to Subic with 420 patients on board. We 
plan to be in port only four or five days for fuel, supplies 
and minor repairs. The Repair Facility is not ready to install 
the new pumps. at this time. We are scheduled to return to Viet- 
nam on the 26th of May. 

Miss Kovacevlch's orders were received but as yet no word about 
her arrival. 

Since our patterns of cases change frequently, our staffing 
must be adjusted frequently to meet the peak areas. This 
necessitates a constant finger on the activity of the hospital. 
The frequent changes in our itenerary also necessitates re- 
visions of schedules. 

Miss Helen Roller who reported in from Siagon aro and the first 
of April, is a capable person and has been oriented to staffing 
and policies, however, taking her out of rotation at this time 
would impose a hardship on the remaining nurses. Our other . 
senior nurse Is an anaesthetist who is pretty much tied up in 
surgery , 

It appears that the prudent thing to recommend would be to 
order my detachment upon relief. This would give me an oppor- 
tunity to orient Miss Kovacevich and interpret our policies, 
programs and problems, some of which are peculiar to shipboard 
duty. 

I am looking forward to joining your staff and sincerely hope 
that I can make a contribution. 

Sincerely, 
Ang i'e 



NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 



SAN FRANCISCO 96601 



JN REPLY REFER TO 

3 June 1966 



Captain Veronica Bulshefskl, NC, USN 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C, 20390 

Dear Miss Bulshefski, 

We are off the coast of Chu Lai on a routine on station tour. 
The political turmoil has apparently slowed the military activ- 
ity down. Our admission rate this on station tour has been 
comparatively slow and the injuries less severe. Our current 
census is 333 and our seriously and critically 111 patient load 
is very light. The intensive care unit staff deserves a rest. 

My orders arrived after we left Subic enroute to Da Nang. Miss 
Kovacevich arrived on 30 May and seems enthused about her assign- 
ment. I am sure that she will do well and enjoy her tour aboard. 
I indeed am grateful for having had the experience. The ship 
will leave station on 7 June for Subic to pick up all the necess- 
ary parts to Install the famous feed pumps. It will then leave 
immediately for Yokosuka for the needed repairs. Since air tranS' 
portation in and out of Vietnam is extremely difficult, I plan to 
ride- to Subic on the Repose and start back to the states. 

My request to return to the states via Europe has not been 
answered as yet, so my route back depends upon this approval. 
I will contact you when I arrive in the states. My home address 
is: 35 Passaic Ave., Nutley, New Jersey. The phone number is: 
Area Code 201 - North 7-1720. My plans are to come to Washington 
early to get settled before I report for duty. Any suggestions 
you may have about housing will be appreciated. 

There is a great deal of excitment on board about the trip to 
Japan. It is anticipated that the ship will continue to receive 
patients during the three to four week repair period. 

Regards to all, God willing, I will see you soon. 

Sincerely, 




NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

27 June 1966 



Captain Veronica Bulshefski, NC, USN 

Director, Navy Nurse Corps 

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (Code 32) 

Navy Department 

Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Bulshefski: 

Monday marked the completion of my f irst three weeks of duty 
aboard the U.S.S. Repose. During this brief period, I have 
been exposed to all the activities involved with ship board 
^ y 'n f ^T t , reCeipt ° f casua lfcies via helicopter to "Abandon 

. ' Jt Was most adva ntageous to have- Commander 
Vitillo's advice and assistance for a period of orientation. 
I am grateful to her for all her assistance in making my tran- 
sition a smooth one. 

At the present time we are in port in Japan, having arrived 
on schedule on the 15th of June. The necessary work repairs 
aboard the ship began on the day of our arrival and are con- 
tinuing. In addition to the vital engine repairs, our Labora- 
tory is undergoing some major remodeling. We hope this will 
result in some valuable space which seems to be at a premium 
everywhere aboard ship. Simultaneously, our Intensive Care 

bunks whtih° f -r de ^ 0i ^ S ° me P h y £ical changes. All overhead 
bunks which thus far, have served no useful purpose, have been 
removed, creating a brighter, more pleasant atmosphere. Wall 
cabinets are being installed to provide the necessary space 
for storing sterile supplies and medications. 

Upon our arrival in Japan our patient census was 281. We have 
census II itl^ ^ tranSferred ° thers > bringing our present 

It is regretable that my initial letter must contain the fol- 
lowing unfortunate news : 

On the 9th of June LCDR Lorone James was hospitalized aboard 
.hip with .a diagnosis of A cut e Bronchitis. In addition, she 
had been experiencing episodes of depression perhaps associated 
with some personal problems. She responded well to treatment 
and on the 17th of J u; -,o was discharged from the sick list and 
given 14 days annual leave. We were in port in Japan at this 
time. On the 19th of June she was found in a state of fatigue 
and appeared somewhat lethargic. She was re-admitted with a 



diagnosis of Acute Depression. Much of her difficulty evolved 
around personal problems for which she was not equipped to 
handle. Confinement aboard ship compounded her Problems. * he 
following Thursday her transfer was effected via Air Medical 
Evacuation to USKH, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We all vish 
her a very speedy recovery. She's been an active and diligent 
worker here on the REPOSE. 

Our stay in Japan is gradually coming to an end. Repairs 
throughout the ship have been progressing on schedule. A 
trail run to test "All Systems" is scheduled for the 5th of 
July. Hopefully we will leave Japan on the 7th. 

Though we all have enjoyed our visit to Japan ve are looking 
forward to our return on station. 

Warmest regards from all of us on the Repose. 
Sincerely, 



M. T. Kovacevich 

CDR, NC, USN 

Chief of Nursing Service 



NAVAL HOSPITAL IN USS REPOSE (AH16) / — 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96601 in reply refer to 

17 August 1966 



Captain Veronica M. Bulshefski 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 



Dear Captain Bulshefski: 



The U.S.S. Repose left Japan on the 7th of July, 10 days prior 
to schedule. More frustrations were encountered with the feed 
pump systems shortly after getting underway. This imposed a 
delay of four more days at Subic Bay to make the necessary re- 
pairs. 



The trip from Japan to Subic was uneventful until the evening 
before our scheduled arrival, when a "Man Overboard" alert was 
sounded, followed by a chilling "This is not a drill". The 
life boat crew immediately went to the rescue through some mean, 
choppy waters and returned within fifteen minutes with two wet, 
exhausted Phllippino fishermen. Their fishing boat capsized in 
a storm placing them at the mercy of the sea for 11 hours with 
only a bamboo pole to cling to. After a hot meal and a much 
deserved night's rest they were released at Subic Bay the fol- 
lowing morning, none the worse for their harrowing ordeal. 

We departed from Subic Bay for Da Nang on the 15th of July. 
While enroute, our on station schedule' was modified, instructing 
us to proceed directly to Hue in support of Operation Hastings, 
Twelve hours after our arrival at Hue casualties began arriving 
directly from the field. The majority of these patients re- 
quired immediate emergency measures followed by surgery. The. 
recovery and operating rooms functioned at an accelerated pace 
for 43 hours without a break, A 44 patient census on arrival 
at Hue increased to 211 in less than a week. We remained off 
the coast of Hue for two weeks. 

At the present time we have returned to our original schedule 
of "on station" rotation between Da Nang and Chu Lai. Our 
daily average patient census ranges between 320 to 340. Census 
today is 388. To date, the highest number of total admissions 
per 24 hours was 72 on the 26th of July. 



The first heart surgery, a Mitral Comm i suro t omy with 
Plasty, was successfully performed aboard the U.S.S. 
four days ago on a 16 year old Vietnamese girl. She 



Valve- 
Re pose 
was 



placed on the portable heart pump for 22 minutes. We are 
happy to report that the patient is now ambulatory to the 
ward and progressing very well. Ca rd i a c ca t he t er i zat i ons 
were performed on three other Vietnamese women. However, 
their cases were considered inoperable and they have since 
been d i s charged . 

General Walt is a frequent visitor to the U.S.S. Repose. He 
personally awards Purple Heart Medals to the wounded. During 
his last time aboard he deviated from his usual schedule to 
visit the N.P. unit. His presence on the ward had a definite 
theraputic effect upon our N.P. patients. He is a very im- 
pressive personality, highly respected and admired by all 
ma r 1 n e s . 

Attached is the questionnaire regarding uniform changes. 
Regards from all Nurse Corps Officers on the U.S.S. Repose. 
Sincerely, 




M. T. KOVACEVICH 
CDR NC USN 

Chief of Nursing Service 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO San Francisco 966OI 



I? October I966 



Captain Veronica M. BULSHEFSKI 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Bulshefski: 

p^S^ day fT1 marked first anniversary of the commissioning of the USS ' 
ttcruas. The occasion was celebrated with a cake-cutting ceremony on the 
upper-most (03) level of the ship. 

Hong Kong was a most welcome diversion after forty- two days of extremely 
active on station duty. Three hundred fifty-four patients accompanied us 
on the trip. The splendid five days spent there included the full gamut 
of activities from planned tours through Hong Kong and Kowloon to 
■ shopping and frequent visits to tailor shops for fittings. One just 
doesn't leave port without taking advantage of the expert tailors. And 
some of the more sea-worty members even dared to go yachting as if 
forty- two days at sea wasn't sufficient. 

Currently the REPOSE is on station off the coast of Dong Ha and Hue where 
we have been since our return from Hong Kong on the 12th of September. We 
expect to remain on station until about the 3rd of November at which time 
we are scheduled to proceed to Subic Bay for some very minor repairs and 
to replenish supplies. (No further major engine problems have been 
encountered. "All systems have been - go"). 

Our patient census today is three hundred eighty. Admissions the past two 
days have been light. Since we've been on station, the Intensive Care 
Unit has averaged ten patients, although we managed as many as sixteen 
for several days, three of which were spinal cord injuries on Stryker 
Frames. J 

The "International House 1 ' of recent has been quite active with as many as 
sixteen Vietnamese patients - men, women and children. Troung, the 
Vietnamese girl on whom the first open heart surgery was performed has 
been discharged, fifteen pounds heavier than her admission weight. Heart 
surgery on other Vietnamese children has since been performed. Of 
particular interest is a 9 year old boy in whom a plastic valve was 
inserted. He is approximately two weeks postoperative and progressing' 
beautifully. His heart sounds like the ticking of a clock. Of the seven- 
teen Vietnamese patients aboard, three are potential heart surgery cases. 
But the youngster who has captured the hearts of the staff and military 



patents of the REPOSE 1S a seven year old child, Tham, admitted with 
third degree burns of the face, neck and hands. She is an extremely 
intelligent child who very quickly learned the (English) ABC's and 
numbers and has progressed to writing simple words. 

For some of the Nurses aboard the REPOSE, this has been hazardous duty. 

r? ldSntally f^'/^ctured ^r right wrist and carried her 
arm m a cast for sue weeks. Except for one day on the sick list she 
remained on full duty status. KXss Warren was Lss fortSate. Shetell 
on a wet, waxed deck, while on duty, and sustained a severe fracture of 
the humerus. She was casted and hospitalized for three weeks. They 
both have had their casts removed about two weeks ago. In fact, Miss 
Warren will be detached tomorrow. 

Personnel changes aboard the REPOSE are occurring rapidly. Hospital 
Change of Command ceremonies was held last week, Captain Nadbath assuming 
command from Captain Engle, who has since departed. C ap tain Snyder 
reported aboard today to relieve Captain Wilson. 

Miss Stauffer and Miss Gadoury were the first nurses to be detached, 
followed by Miss Roller who departed the day prior to our receipt of 
the news of her selection to Commander. Miss Gallagher, Miss Thompson 
and Hiss Jinks have reported aboard. 

Miss Warren and Miss Sulkowski will be detached on the 19th of October. 
Iheir reliefs, Mi SS Leff and Miss Leonard reported aboard today. And so 
at least the nurses rotation is progressing smoothly. 

Corpsmen rotation seems to be occurring at a much slower pace in that 
detachments from the REPOSE exceed the number reporting. This necessitated 
the Port and Starboard method of staffing, which hopefully, will be in 
effect for only three or four weeks. 

^^/ ou c f or le tter regarding Mrs. Esther Tufty' s visit to the 

IS She came aboard on the l^th of October, remained with us over- 
night and departed the following afternoon. She was escorted through 
the hospital, interviewed members of the staff and several patients from 
Michigan to up state New York, placed a long distance call to her son in 
Washington just _ to test our Ham Radio capabilities. She was surprised 
t0 + ™ tha i X V S P 0SsiKLe f01 " our Patients to have telephone contact 
with their families in the states. Though she was very much interested in 
the nursing staff, she elected to interview nurses from the state of 
Michigan. 

My sincere apologies to you for not writing sooner, and in the future will 
o?the REP0SE at ^ & t0 ^ y ° U P ° Sted ° n ^ e activ ^ies 

Regards to you from Captain Nadbath and Commander Christiansen, and warmest 
regards from all the Nurse Corps officers of the REPOSE. We are all in fine 
fettle, and very much appreciate the opportunity to serve aboard this 
wonderful ship. 



Thank you so much. 

Sincerely, 

M. T. KOVACWICH 

Colander, Nurse Corps, 
u - S. Wavy 

Chief of Nursing Service 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE (AH-16) 
FPO San Francisco 966OI 



21 October I966 



Captain Veronica M. BULSHEFSKI 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D. C. 20390 

Dear Captain Bulshefski: 

I have discussed the prospect of recruiting duty with Lieutenant Mary E. 
VanOver. She was pleased to learn that she is being considered for this 
billet, and if tendered will accept the assignment. She does possess a 
license to drive and since being attached to the REPOSE has taken the 
necessary tests and received a Navy operators license. 

1 personally feel Miss VanOver is an excellent choice for recruiting duty. 
She is an attractive, well poised young lady who wears the uniform well. 
Meeting the public would be no problem to her since she is articulate. 

I failed to mention in my recent letter to you that Lieutenant (jg) L. 
Crosby 'was hospitalised for two weeks with Chicken Pox. Fortunately, we 
had no other incidence aboard ship. She perhaps was exposed to it in Hong . 
Kong . 

Lieutenant Commander Copic has recently been interviewed aboard the REPOSE 
for television coverage. This will be seen on the local television station 
in Toledo. Also along this vein, we do have a committee working on another 
newsletter, which should be released in the near future. 

The USS REPOSE remains on station off the coast of Dong Ha. Our on station 
schedule has been extended from the 3rd of November to the 8th of November. 
This span will total over sixty days and should exceed our previous record 
of forty-two days on station. 

Warm regards from the Nurse Corps officers of the USS REPOSE. All is well 
here! 1 

Sincerely, 

M. T. KOVACEVICH 
Commander, Nurse Corps, 
U. S. Navy 

Chief of Nursing Service . ../ 



NAVAL HOSPITAL 
USS REPOSE AH-16 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

2 December 1966 



Captain Veronica M. Bulshefski 
Director, Navy Nurse Corps 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Potomac Annex (Code 32) 
Washington, D.C. 20390 

Dear Captain Bulshefski: 

Greetings once again from the U.S.S. Repose. We returned to our 
station off the coast of DaNang after a ten day rest period in 
Subic Bay, a welcome diversion after sixty days at sea. 

Our census today is 231. Admissions since our return have been 
extremely low. Those admitted included minor injuries or chronic 
problems. We are in the midst of the monsoon season and no doubt 
this accounts for the inactivity. We haven't seen the sun for- 
about two weeks, and the sea has been extremely violent. 

As always, we have taken advantage of our inactivity by vacating 
low census wards in order to thoroughly houseclean and paint. 
Two wards have been completed. 

On the 1.2^^ of November change of command ceremonies were held 
(in port) for Ship's Captain Maher who transferred command of 
the Repose to Captain Gossom, Captain Maher was held in high 
esteem by all the nurses of the Repose. He took personal interest 
in each of them and had been instrumental in securing luxury items 
for the Nurses Quarters. The latest addition as a result of his 
efforts was a clothes dryer installed in the quarters laundry 
while in port at Subic. 

LTjg Helena Word was admitted to the hospital a week ago for an 
appendectomy. She is subsisting in Quarters at the present time 
and will perhaps return to duty in a week or two. All other Nurse 
Corps Officers are well and enjoy duty aboard the Repose. 

LCDR A. Fudala, Lt. P. Fleury and LTjg R. Geraghty will be detatched 
on the 6 of December, Misses DeMartini, Blank and Baker are 
due to report prior to this time. 

Warm regards from all the Nurse Corps Officers of the USS Repose, 

Sincerely, 

M. T . Kovacevi ch. .. 
CDR, NC, USN 



